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SWAN RIVER, WALLS ADJACENT TO SIR JAMES MITCHELL PARK, DAMAGE 

1690. Mr P.G. Pendal to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage 

I refer to the river walls adjacent to Sir James Mitchell Park and the damage sustained to them over a period but 
also recently by way of storms and high tides and ask - 

(a) given that the Swan River Trust’s statutory obligations under Section 7 of the Swan River 
Trust Act 1988 for works within a management area what action, if any, has been taken to 
assess the extent of the damage to parts of the wall adjacent to the park; 

(b) what allocated or reserve funding exists to effect any repairs/maintenance/improvements to the 
river walls, especially given the State responsibilities arising out of the Cowaramup Bay 
tragedy involving a rock fall; 

(c) is the Minister aware of the 1997 Australia Day accident which led to a successful damages 
claim on the Government over the state of the river wall in this same vicinity and if so what 
implications does this have for the State; and 

(d) will the Minister request a full report of proposals to rectify the damage and report to the 
Parliament as soon as possible? 

Dr J.M. EDWARDS replied: 

(a) The function of undertaking works and providing facilities within the management area does 
not rest with the Swan River Trust alone.  The Trust is working with the City of South Perth to 
assess the feasibility of removing sections of river wall to encourage reestablishment of 
beaches and the requirements to maintain the remaining walls. 

The Swan River Trust and the City of South Perth are currently developing concept plans for 
consideration. 

(b) $125,000 in Riverbank Program funding will be provided to local government in 2003/04 for 
foreshore restoration and protection work within the management area.  

(c) The claim, made against the City of South Perth, the Department of Transport and the Swan 
River Trust, was settled out of court.  In the absence of a court decision, the outcome does not 
clarify the responsibilities of the respective parties. 

(d) I am happy to provide the Parliament with the projects that are to be funded in 2003/04 under 
the Swan River Trust’s Riverbank Program when they become available. 

 


